1 X779 LAWS of thh STATE of

Fant | C H A P. XIIL | .
f " An A CT t‘o.“appoint commiflioners to take the depofitiong
i of witnefes on the petition of fundry inhabitarits of Cagj]
f: Preambls,

HEREAS divers perfons, How inhabiting and refiding in
Cecil county, 1n the ftate of Maryland, have, by theig
| - humble petition to this prefent general affcmb]_’y, fet forth,
that very many tracts of land near the temporary line, the fettlers pf
which formerly adhered to the government of Pennfylvania and Del,
ware, and now; by a refolve of the convention, paffed July the third,
{feventeén hundred and feventy-fix, taken into and made fubje® to tH%
government of Maryland, the lands belonging to which perfons were
fetrled and improved, and have deflcended in fee-ﬁmple, and otherg
transferred and conveyed in various forms, but always for valuable
COxlﬁdgration, although nc patent or other grant hath ever beep made
to the pofleflors, and fome perbaps under no regular grant or furvey
from ecither of the proprictors ; that this defe@ arofe at firft from' the
- duputes agitated between the proprietors, which the fettlers 1magining
would fpeedily be terminatdd, delayed taking grants or patents until
they might know what office they might apply to in fafery ; that af.
terwards, when transfers were made of thefe improvements, and pol-
feflory rights, held under well known vifible boundarjes, peaceable and
undiftubed poffeffion has ripened into a title, and the pofleffors: ‘dre
now affefled as high as thofe holding in fee other lands of the fame!
quality, .whofe titles are founded on grants; that the owners of thefe:
lands are apprehenfive; that, by the ufage of the courts of law in Maw
ryland, on account of@he variation of the compafs, and feveral other
ways. and means, they may be much injured, and run to coft in main-
tainihg and dcfen’ding their property, by a&ions of tr-efp'a"fs or other
actions ; that the petitioners and others, in whofe behalf they would
now intercede, although they have manifefted their zeal for America in
all fervices they have been called to, and have cheerfully - paid their
part of the common burden of taxes, yet they apprehend “their landed-
cltates to be in fome danger, unlefs the general aflembly would avert
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51 the evil th'cy are apprehenfive of : And a certain Mark Alexander, of
‘; Baltimore county, having put in a counter petition thereto, it hath
i been thought expedient to appoint commifiioners in the vicinity of the
| place where the parties Interefted refide, to take depofitions of wit-
o nefles, and alfo to receive any papers or authenticated copies of re-
|

cords that may be lodged with them by either of the parties, to be
by them tranfmitted, together with a report thereon, to the next fef~

fion of the general aflembly that fhall happen after fuch commiffion
may be clofed, |
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Namesofthe  II. 2Bg ft thetefore enagten, by zhe General Aﬁmély of Maryland,

commiflion -

ers, S, That Jofeph Gilpin, Stephen Hyland, Patrick Ewing, Thomas May,

and Jonathan Booth, or any threé or more of them, fhall be and are
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} hereby appointed commiffioners, and fhall and may meet at {fuch time
& and place as may be agreed upon between themfelves, and after giving
7| duc notice of fuch time and place of meeting, by advertifeinent pub-

-,

liflred for three weeks in the Baltimore gazette, fhall and may proceed
to the examination of all {uch witncffes as may be produced by either
ST of
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